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of judgment, or variation in the reliance placed in
them one with another, or reserve or measure in the
open acknowledgment of them. And such an exami-
nation of particular instances, as is proposed, may
give opportunity to one or two additional-remarks of
a general character for which no place has hitherto
been found.

. 108. An inquirer, then, should not enter upon the
subject of the miracles reported or alleged in ecclesi-
astical history, without being prepared for fiction and
exaggeration in the narrative, to an indefinite extent
This cannot be insisted on too often; nothing but
the gift of inspiration could have hindered it. Nay,
he must not expect that more than a few can be
exhibited with evidence of so cogent and complete a
character as to demand his acceptance ; while a great
number of them, as far as the evidence goes, are
neither certainly true nor certainly false, but have
very various degrees of probability viewed one with
another ; all of them recommended to his devout at-
tention by the circumstance that others of the same
family have been proved to be true, and all prejudiced
by his knowledge that so many others on the contrary-
are certainly not true. It will be his wisdom, therj,
not to reject or scorn accounts of miracles, where
there is a fair chance of their being true; but to allow
himself to be in suspense, to raise his mind to Him of
whom they may possibly be telling to "stand in awe,